Sensitivity, functional analysis, and behavior genetics: a response to Freeman et al.
Freeman et al. (1998) asserted that sensitivity theory is circular, unsupported by empirical evidence, and represents an "either/or" decision in regard to applied behavior analysis. We reply by showing that sensitivities are objectively measured and that our theory permits testable predictions. Further, we briefly summarize the results of recent studies that support our theory, including investigations that link sensitivities to genes and challenging behavior. Finally, we reject the idea that sensitivity theory and functional analysis represent an "either/or" viewpoint and call again for research to integrate these approaches.